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Covering and Guillotining

A TINYHELP
for Self-Printing Books

Compiled by
David Byram-Wigfield
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\ TinyHelp 4 describes the process of making soft and hard
! covers. Soft card covers printed on colour inkjets can be made
: waterproof when covered with an adhesive transparent film and
| the book and cover are trimmed to size simultaneously after
| gluing together. Hard covers should be made to a specific size
[ and the book trimmed to fit the cover, rather than trying to size
‘ the cover to fit the book, which is much more difficult.
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Print page 1, trim along the dotted line, turn over sideways, print page 2 on the reverse. 
If desired, produce a larger size by scaling a printout to 1.41% on a photo-copier. 
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Making Covers Traditional book sizes in the United Kingdom
Card covers are made by printing a suitable coloured design on an
inkjet. The card should be cut about 25mm (1") longer than the book Hard cover sizes: mm inches
paper; printed; scored either side of the spine titling; folded,; Collins Gem 117x 79 4.60 x 3.12
laminated with a protective transparent adhesive film; folded along Foolscap octavo 170 x 110 6.75 x 4.5
the creases again; then glued to the book and both trimmed when dry. Crown octavo 190 x 125 7.50 x 5.00
. . . . L. t 205 x 135 8.00 x 5.25
Like paper, card too has a grain, and this should run cross-wise so Si:gﬁ z;c::vnooc‘i;\go 21;;145 8 5025 be
that it runs parallel with the spine of the book when folded. Try to Demy octaillo 220 x 145 8 '67)( 5 '_5
find some parchment card. This is not as soft as ordinary card, takes Medium octavo 230 x 145 9'00X 5'_5
coloured inks without spreading, and is less prone to curling. Two Small roval octavo 235 x 155 9' 25X6’ >
pairs of tiny lines printed at the head and tail of the spine are useful as Roval OC);aVO 255 x 160 10'00 « 6' s
a ruling guide for scoring similar covers. 4 '
Cox & Wyman paperback sizes:
””””” Trim the overlap all round to 12mm (0.5 inch) after gluing the card. Special small 137x 85 5.37x3.37
Bookcloth up to 240mm wide and g The projection of the boards beyond Special medium 148 x 106 5.75x4.25
. " X | th f the tril d book block
pj:gg'gr:“;?n fiikxi ell“pjmmtgy;fy £ RGslebib il Narrow Al 178 x 108 7.00 x 4.25
selecting the ‘legal’ paper size in the E suitable for library sizes Narrow A2 178 x 111 7.00 x 4.37
dialog box. o
printer ciaiog box é As a guide, the width of the card cut Normal B1 186 x 123 7.37x4.75
bookclih.and space apart using a 5| lesstoan e e ook ana Normal B2 198 x 130 7.75x5.12
=]

overhangs the fore edge by 3mm.

x/ The height of the card is

6mm more than the book block.

The distance
Leave to dry under a sheet of glass, template is
then trim the overlap to size, cut the the width of
corner mitres and glue down; tucking || the spine plus

in each mitre with the thumbnail. twice the
French
The titling may be protected by groove

spraying with Scotchguard.

template. Remove and paste in a
spine of thin card with its grain
running upwards.

The following addresses may be helpful.
Five Seasons book-white recycled paper
John Purcell Paper, 15 Rumsey Road, London, SW9 0TR. 0171 737 5199
Bookcloth
Evans Textiles Ltd., 4 Thorncross Close, Manchester, M15 4LZ. 0161 832 4137
Bookbinders’ glues, tools, leather, and materials.
Hewitt & Sons, 28 Metro Centre, Park Royal, London, NW10 7PR. 0181 965 5377
Bookbinder’s Warehouse Inc. 31 Division St., Keyport, NJ. USA. (732) 264 0306
TALAS, 568 Broadway Suite 107, New York, NY., USA. (212) 219 0735
RELMA, 3 rue des Poitevins, 75006 Paris, France. 01 43 25 40 52

For a first attempt, trim the book
block to size after making the cover
and then record all the
measurements.

The cloth corners should be 3mm
proud of the boards

Use a length of stripwood to trim the four edges

Hard covers are made by placing two glued rectangles of card either
side of a spine template on a piece of bookcloth. The bookcloth
should be cut about 40mm (1.5") longer and wider than the distance
round the closed book. Bookcloth up to 14 inches long and 9.5 inches
wide may be printed on an inkjet by choosing a landscaped ‘legal’
paper from the Print Dialog. Obviously, this must be at your own risk,
as it is possible some kinds of bookcloth may damage the print heads.

References to other suppliers would be welcome.
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